Repairing Relationships
Disclaimer

· Principles not specifics


I can't, and Proverbs doesn't give us specifics for every situation...



But... you can use principles... and I pray that God will speak through his word tonight!

· Romans 12:18



"If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone."
· Personal
· It's hard... 
· It takes a long time...  it may take a few seconds to repair a relationship, it may never happen fully this side of heaven, but it should be our aim, our desire, as much as it depends on us to try and repair broken relationships
· Repairing does not mean getting back to how things were before...
it's ok for things to be difficult, to be awkward, to be not best mates again... it may not be appropriate for things to be exactly how they were..

“It aint about forgiveness, I’ve done that lots of times over the years, forgiveness is just a switch in the heart. 
But forgetting is different, and trust is different, there aint no short cut to them.“


  -  Dot Cotton, Boxing Day Eastenders
If this is something that affects you personally...

Chris and Phil will be available at the back during communion....

Chapel will be open afterwards...  Sheets on Forgiveness at the back of church

Why?

· Our World

We live in a world of broken relationships...  the front and back pages of the tabloids are covered with them...

Whether it's Tiger Woods gone wild


Or John Terry ruining a marriage and a team relationship


Ashley Cole cheating on Cheryl, and Cheryl singing with no ring

Brad and Angelina


The Jordan and Peter saga


or the McCartney divorce settlement

If you haven't seen the new film "Valentines Day"... don't... but if you have... you'll know it tells a story of many broken relationships....

The two-timing Dr. Harrison Copeland


The uncommitted Morley Clarkson

Even Edgar and Estelle, the happy old couple have an extra-marital affair exposed
We don't have to look far to see that our world is a mess, that relationships are broken...  and that our world is in desperate need of relationship repair!


And it all stems from that first breakdown in relationships... when Adam and Eve rejected God's word, chose to break away... do things their own way...  every thing broken in our world comes out of that first break...
Relationships with God break down, and then so do relationships with each other... as man and woman try to rule over one another...  Genesis 3:16
· Our Identity
But why do we care? Why do relationships matter?

They matter because we've been made in the image of God... we're not made by an isolated being... a dictator in the sky... but by a loving community, Father, Son and Spirit... relational to the core...
He gave us marriage to be a picture of who He is... and he gave us friends and family to be a blessing to us...
We're built for relationships!
They're good things... they are gifts from God... they're an essential part of what it means to be human...
But some times we look to find our identity in a relationship... that's where we place our hopes...
· Our Hopes

Proverbs 13:12
Hope deferred makes the heart sick...
It's true that we're made for relationships, but primarily we're made for relationship with God.

Yet so often, we put our hope in the false god of relationships...

We put our hopes in our girlfriends/boyfriends.... because we long to be married
We put our hopes in our spouses.... because we long to be loved

We put our hopes in our friends... because we long to be accepted

We put our hopes in our family... because we long to be affirmed
So when relationships break down, our hopes are crushed with them... making the heart sick...

What am I supposed to do when the best part of me was always you
What am I supposed to say when I'm all choked up and you're ok
I'm falling to pieces
I'm falling to pieces


-  The Script, BreakEven
...but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life

We long to find fulfilment in relationships... but they so often let us down.... hopes crushed... hearts broken...

People talk about the guy that's waiting on a girl
There are no holes in his shoes but a big hole in his world

- The Script, The Man who can't be moved
Yet we so rarely come back to the One who made us for a truly fulfilling relationship with Him!
The One who fills the big hole in our world...

· Our Lips
It all starts in the lips! Maybe not always audible speech... but certainly words in the head...

Proverbs 10:18


He who conceals his hatred has lying lips

Hatred... or if you like simply ill-will, or indifference towards someone...

is dangerous... because concealing it means we build it up inside... our lips lie... while our heart stirs


Proverbs 11:12


A man who lacks judgement derides his neighbour
This is a really interesting verse... a more literal translation reads... "a man who lacks heart"...

Which exposes the man who derides his neighbour, not simply as a fool... but as a man with serious problems on the inside... seriously lacking!

How?

· Don't think you're any better
Proverbs 25:8
do not bring hastily to court, for what will you do in the end if your neighbour puts you to shame?

Caricatures

Forgiveness flounders because I exclude the enemy from the community of humans even as I exclude myself from the community of sinners.
Miroslav Volf – Theologian
· Let them go free
Proverbs 17:9
He who covers over an offense promotes love, but whoever repeats the matter separates close friends.

“To forgive is to set a prisoner free and discover that the prisoner was you.”
Lewes Smedes – Theologian
· Do good to them
Proverbs 25:21-22

If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat;  if he is thirsty, give him water to drink.  
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head,  and the LORD will reward you.
"You will know that forgiveness has begun when you recall those who hurt you and feel the power to wish them well."
Lewis Smedes - Forgive & Forget
· Be open
Proverbs 27:5

Better is open rebuke than hidden love.  
No, really, how?
Proverbs 24:17-18   

Do not gloat when your enemy falls; when he stumbles, do not let your heart rejoice,  
or the LORD will see and disapprove and turn his wrath away from him.
What if... God... was just as angry at you... for being angry with your enemy as he is over what they did to you?!
Proverbs 24:29   

Do not say, "I'll do to him as he has done to me; I'll pay that man back for what he did."

