Proverbs:  Words

13th Dec, PM


The Power of Words

Finish the quote…

“You can take out land, but…



you’ll never take our freedom”

“We few, we happy few,…




we band of brothers”

“I have a..





dream”

“You expect me to talk?...




no Mr. Bond I expect you to die”
“We shall never…





surrender”

“I’m…






Spartacus!”

Words are powerful!


They stir our emotions… they can bring us joy and excitement… or they can lead us to tears…


They can be iconic, capturing key moments in history… or in our favourite films…
If you’re a parent… well, if you’re a mum at least, you’ll probably remember your children’s first words, simple words, but powerful words that you’ll remember for a long time
They say a picture paints a thousand words… but sometimes it can be a word that paints a thousand pictures, sometimes a simple word can be instantly recognisable, without any further explanation:


Dunblane
Columbine
Lockerbie
Soham
Single words… just the name… reminds us of the story… such is the power of words…

Or, take the Words of God…


How does God create the world?

He speaks!
God said… and there was!
God’s words have amazing power… but so to do ours… not the power to create… although the Word of Faith prosperity movement in the States would like to tell us different… 

but nevertheless… our words have a lot more power than we might think!
The key verse that I want to focus on tonight is Proverbs 18:21

“The Tongue has the power of life and death and those who love it will eat its fruit”

KO helpfully showed us this… we all have a powerful weapon… the power of life and death.

James 3…. Picks up on  this theme of The Tongue…

James says…
like a rudder steering a big ship…   like a spark setting a forest on fire

Our words have great power!
The way we use words today is changing very fast…
New words are constantly being added to the dictionary… here are two of my favourite recent additions:


Bahookie
A Scottish person’s buttocks


Twonk

A foolish person

Or what about Twitter… the latest way for the world to communicate…


Just 140 characters to tell everyone what’s happening in your life!

But even as our language evolves, as we find new ways to communicate, we still suffer from the basic problem:


Words are powerful:
and we have the power to bring life or death with our words
How can you bring death in 140 characters?!

Well, quite easily…
Some of you may have seen the story about Stephen Fry in the news…

about 6 weeks ago one Twitter user described Stephen Fry’s messages as “a bit boring”

to which he replied…  “You’ve convinced me. I’m obviously not good enough. I retire from Twitter henceforth. Bye everyone!”
Words that bring Death

…look at these first

Genesis 1 – God speaks to create life

Genesis 2 – God speaks to provide life

Genesis 3 – The Devil twists God’s word, Adam fails to speak up and teach… and the curse of death comes
Genesis 11 – God brings judgement on words at Babel… language is confused

History shows us that our words really can bring death:

King Henry II
“Who will rid me of this turbulent priest?”
-
Thomas Beckett
The Emperor in the Coliseum… a single word… life or death
You see… the old comeback from the playground… “Sticks and Stones may break my bones, but words will never hurt me”… it’s just not true! 

I’m sure you know, in your own life, that it’s just not true!
Reckless words pierce like a sword…   A deceitful tongue crushes the spirit….   Gossip separates friends…
Reckless words are…


When we don’t think before we speak… we don’t take the time to listen before giving an answer
When we say what we want to say… before thinking what we should say!


When we see people have bigger issues to deal with… but we rush in to say our piece anyway

When we get “foot – in – mouth” disease!


These words strike deep, they come unexpectedly, and wound us on the inside…



…you can retract a sword… you can retract a word…  but a wound is still left inside!

Deceitful words are…


Concealing hatred…
fake words, fake smiles

False Witness…

blatant lie… or just hold back information



…don’t need to put that on the tax return, they don’t care about that


“Basically”…   

embellish the truth, a little white lie



…when we get a little bit creative with the CV




…Ruth – School trip… represented England in an International Hockey tournament


Crushing…


Tim Keller helpfully explains how deceit crushes…

Because when we lie, we withhold truth, we break what we need most… relationships

We withhold reality from another person… and give them a fake version…

…it’s no longer a proper relationship… because the two sides see things very differently
…and when they find out the truth it leaves them crushed, their reality comes crashing down, and their trust in their fellow man is lost… it crushes them!
I’m sure we can relate to that feeling… just feeling crushed when relationships are broken in that way...

Gossiping words are…


Relationship breaking… gossip separates friends…



Did you hear about…?



I shouldn’t really say this… but…



This person really needs prayer…
(Spiritualise the gossip)
It separates close friends… how crushing is that?


You let someone close, you expose your heart to them… and then they start the gossip going…


Gossiping words break confidence, break trust… and can do real damage!

Words that bring Life

Proverbs gives us at least 4 pointers for wise, life giving, healing words:

Honest


12:17  “A truthful witness gives honest testimony”
24:26  “An honest answer is like a kiss on the lips”

What does that mean? A kiss on the lips is nice? A kiss on the lips turns you on?


Well… I can’t say I find honesty particularly arousing… so what does this mean?!

Well, in that Hebrew culture, there were 3 basic ways you might greet someone:

· If two people of close social standing meet then they kiss on the cheeks

· If two people of very different social standings meet then one will bow down to the other

· But if two people with the same status meet, then they will greet each other with a kiss on the lips…

…so a kiss on the lips is being at the other person’s level… it means showing respect and love for them
Few


Sometimes the wise words are not to say anything…


10:19  “When words are many, sin is not absent, but he who holds his tongue is wise.”


Ronan Keating
“You say it best… when you say nothing at all…”


Two Reasons for many words:

· We use them to promote ourselves

· We haven’t thought about what’s best to say… we waffle!
When we say too much, we’ll never be able to judge whether they’re honest, calm, apt…
Calm


15:1  “A Gentle answer turns away wrath”

There’s some situations where our words can tip a delicate balance…
maybe a friend has had a really bad day, a colleague is looking for an argument…

A gentle response, can diffuse a situation, can turn away wrath… but an aggressive response just makes things worse!

25:15  “Through patience a ruler can be persuaded and a gentle tongue can break a bone”

This proverb sounds a little contradictory… be gentle, be patience and if they aren’t persuaded then you break their legs?!

Well, that’s not what it’s saying… the idea of breaking a bone means to break down objections, remove the barriers or obstacles that stop someone being persuaded.

So gentle speech doesn’t mean not arguing, not contradicting, not being sure of what you think… it means speaking out of a motivation of love… “I don’t like what your saying, but I’m willing to listen”

I think that this is a good model for sharing the gospel with people… patient and gentle… the hope being that short time or long time, objections will be broken and persuaded of the truth.

Apt


10:32  “The lips of the righteous know what is fitting”
Some people at church call me a Chameleon… what they mean is that I’m happy to change the way I dress, to change the way that I speak, depending on who I’m speaking to…


…so, if you hear me speaking in the morning, I’ll be wearing a suit and I’ll articulate my sentences proper! 

The wise words, the righteous words, speak in a way, in a tone that is fitting, appropriate to the person and situation into which they speak.

25:11  “A word aptly spoken is like apples of gold in settings of silver”

This is craftsmanship… this is a beautiful picture… there’s something well crafted, something beautiful about a word that is aptly spoken, a word appropriate for the situation.
Conclusion
Ok… so Proverbs has some good advice… but why should I? This just sounds like being a better person?

But is goes a lot deeper than that…

Words are a theme running through the whole of history… all throughout God’s work with his people:


We saw… Gen 1, 2, 3, 11… But, God continues to speak through prophets… then…
John 1 – God’s Word comes to live among us

John 7:46 – No one ever spoke like this man


…and he deals with the problem that words bring…


Gen 3
God’s word is twisted, man put under a curse


Mk 15
Jesus faces the ultimate silent treatment!
The perfect relationship to silence


Words brought death… but Jesus who takes the silence brings us life!

Acts 2 – Pentecost, for just a moment language is restored, the curse of Babel is paused


At Pentecost, people are filled on the inside with Jesus, with His Spirit


Which is good news, because it’s not just about our outward words, it’s about the inside, our hearts…



16:23  “A wise man’s heart guides his mouth”

Revelation 7 – A great multitude from every nation, every language, praising God together… “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the lamb”

John 7:46 – No one ever spoke like this man

