John 16: 5-16

Holy Spirit at work
I wonder, if like me, you’ve ever thought something like this…
“It would be so much easier to believe in Jesus if I’d been around 2000 years ago, and actually seen him”

Or maybe you’re into travelling and you’ve thought…

“If only I could go on a trip to the Holy Lands, that would really bring my faith and the Bible to life”

Well Jesus says something quite surprising to his disciples:


v.7
“But I tell you the truth, it is for your good that I am going away”

For their good?!
He’s leaving them!
How can that be?!
…and the implication is that it’s for our good too! We’re actually in a better position than the disciples!

Why?
Because, we have the Holy Spirit, and the fruits of His work

But how can it be good for Jesus to go away? Ok, we get the Holy Spirit, but surely Jesus in person would be better?

Well… I think George Lucas may be able to help us here…

Remember the first Star Wars film (Episode 3), A New Hope. Quite near the start of the film we have a showdown between Darth Vader and Obi Wan Kenobi (Alec Guinness)…

…now Obi Wan can easily hold his own against Darth in a fight, no problem… but he chooses to let himself be defeated and killed… but his iconic words echo – “If you strike me down I will become more powerful than you can possibly imagine”…

…How can he be more powerful? He’s gone! 

Well… we find out that ‘the force’ transfers to Luke Skywalker and Obi Wan is able to help him by speaking encouragement to him and guiding him.
See, it can be good for someone to go away. Great for the disciples to be with Jesus, and not surprising that v.6 we see they are filled with grief…
but even better to have his Spirit, living and working within them… 

v.13 to guide them, to speak, to tell, to make things known…

This Spirit is…

a person (and male)
v.7 “I will send Him to you”
The Spirit of truth
v.13 “He will guide you [the disciples] into all truth”
And v.7… he’s the Counsellor

The Paraclete… literally the one who stands next to, who is called alongside

Other translations say; the Helper, the Comforter
or the Advocate… the one who speaks on our behalf
And he’s like Jesus…

John 14:16
Jesus uses the same word… and he promises “another Counsellor”



One like himself

The Spirit comes as a helper to God’s people… and this morning we’re going to look at 2 key works that the Spirit does in this world…

Conviction
and
Attraction

1. Conviction

v.8
When he [the Spirit] comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to… these three things:
SIN
RIGHTEOUSNESS

JUDGEMENT
a. Sin

The Holy Spirit will convict the world in regard to sin… 
v.9 because… men do not believe in me

The world doesn’t believe in Jesus… not simply in the sense of his existence but in the sense of not taking his words seriously…

When Martin Luther wrote about Sin in ‘The Freedom of the Christian’ he said that the root of Sin was unbelief in Christ, he said that the things we do were merely symptoms of this root…
Luther described us as the inward man, man curved in on oneself

Man living for himself. Man looking to himself and his own works to deal with the problem of Sin.

And it’s this ‘root’ this ‘essence’ of Sin that the Spirit convicts us of…
You see, lots of things can convict us of our sins… our outward wrong actions:



The Ten Commandments can convict us



Human Legal systems can convict us


Our own moral conscience can convict us

But… the Spirit convicts us of Sin


Not just of the things that we do wrong… but of good things too!

He convicts us of the Sin of coming to Church
…of coming to church and thinking that somehow this makes us 
right with God
The default mode of all of us, is to deal with Sin ourselves… we call it Religion

Religion says…
if I do this, then God will love me

All our righteous acts are like filthy rags – Isaiah 64:6

b. Righteousness

The Holy Spirit will convict the world in regard to righteousness… 
v.10 because… I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer

Sin and Righteousness go hand in hand…
a conviction of sin leads to a conviction of a need for righteousness…

…and Isaiah 64 told us that this righteousness isn’t achievable by our own work or merit, we can’t make ourselves right with God

…we need the righteousness of another!

Jesus is our perfect example of righteousness. One fully obedient to God’s law… whereas among the rest of us, there is no one righteous, not even one, as Romans 3 declares.

When Jesus walked and talked on the earth, his words and his life were the light of the world, his righteousness exposed the unrighteousness of man. So with Jesus gone away, we need another who will convict us, who’ll show us the righteous life of Jesus.

But more than just showing… we need his righteous life to be accredited to us, to be imputed into us…

Luther spoke of the inward man, but in contrast he also spoke of the outward man… the man who has faith in Christ, the man who finds his righteousness in Christ, the man who looks out, from himself, to Christ
"For every look at self, take ten looks at Christ."
Robert Murray Mccheyne

The outward man no longer looks to himself to find righteousness, to work for righteousness, but looks out, looks away from himself to see and by faith receive Christ’s righteousness.

…and that is the work of the Spirit


In convicting us of Sin, he exposes our need to be made righteous


He points us to the righteous life of Christ


And by faith, he imputes, he credits you with Christ’s righteousness


…Christ’s perfect relationship with God the Father

As part of my Cornhill training I’ve been reading a book about the Reformation this week… and particularly have been focusing on the life of Martin Luther… hence all the references… but I’m going to give you one more, because I think it’s helpful for thinking about this idea of being credited with Jesus’ righteousness…

Luther tells the story of a King and a Prostitute…  a King who marries a prostitute who then by the very nature of being married to the King, her status becomes that of Queen!
She didn’t do anything, didn’t earn her way to being a Queen… No, only by the accreditation that her King gave her…

Luther used this as a story to explain the marriage of King Jesus, to unfaithful sinners…
sinners who, by faith receive Jesus’ righteousness
c. Judgement

The Holy Spirit will convict the world in regard to judgement… v.11 because… the prince of this world now stands condemned
One of life’s big mysteries is why anyone would support Brighton & Hove Albion…

…no one in their right mind would support a team which quite frankly is destined to fail!

Why would you back the loosing team?


That’s the question that the Holy Spirit asks us in relation to judgement…


He says, why would you be on the prince of this world’s [the devil] team?!


The team which stands in opposition to the Lord Jesus

He says… don’t you know the Devil stands condemned?


Colossians 2:15
Jesus made a public spectacle of the Devil

He mocked him, he disarmed him, he triumphed over him at the Cross

Why would you stand against God?


The one who rebelled first is now condemned…



…and what about you in rebellion now?

Well, you stand condemned too… rebellion against God is going to be judged, the verdict has been set down, and Hell, Hell is the place reserved for rebels, like you and me…
The Spirit warns us of the judgement to come. He calls us to get on the right team.


But… he also points us back to the Cross… to the work of Jesus

Where the Son of God, Jesus Christ bore our rebellion on himself…

…the innocent was condemned... and Barabbas, the guilty rebel was set free… just as we, who put our faith in Christ are set free…
So you see there is ultimately two places where judgement is found…

· On the cross where Jesus is judged for the Sin of his people

· Or in Hell, where people face judgement for their own Sin…


…this is the fate of the ‘inward man’ who tries to deal with sin himself



…he will face judgement himself
2. Attraction

Charles Spurgeon said:

“It is the Chief office of the Holy Spirit to glorify Christ. He does many things, but this is what he aims at in all of them, to glorify Christ.”

I should have said earlier… I actually went to watch Brighton & Hove Albion play yesterday… I should have also said, they beat my team Rushden in the cup… but let’s not dwell on that!

Now we’re into winter we get the flood lights come on for the game.

The Work of the Holy Spirit is like a flood light…
…don’t look at me, look at Jesus… and I do everything I can to highlight, to magnify Jesus
…to make Jesus look great and glorious

Maybe football’s not your things… some of you may have worked or do work in PR or marketing… well the Holy Spirit is like a campaign manager, the goal is to make Jesus look great, to convict people of their need for Jesus… and this morning, you’re the target audience for his campaign…

That’s what we see the Spirit doing here, most clearly in v.14

“He [the Spirit] will bring glory to me [Jesus] by taking from what is mine and making it known to you [the disciples].”

What does he make known?

Well we’ve talked about 3; Sin, Righteousness, Judgement

But also he does something specific with his disciples:

v.12
he guides into all truth

v.13
he will tell you what is yet to come

v.14
he will make things known to you

Now, we don’t have the Spirit working in quite the same way as the disciples did… but we do have the fruit of this work, we have the Apostolic message, the New Testament, recorded for us… because the Spirit helped the Disciples to do that!

So… v.14 is still applicable to us today…

Jesus gets glory, when the Spirit takes God’s word, the Bible and makes it known to us!
So my prayer for this morning is that by me unpacking God’s word, and the Spirit using those words to convict, that this morning, you might be more and more attracted to Jesus, that you’d see him as glorious because he deals with your Sin, he gives you His righteousness, his perfect life, and that you’d see and believe that he stands as the triumphant King of the Universe!
