2 Corinthians 8: 9

For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.
Christmas is a time of the year for gifts and presents…


…lots of countries all around the world celebrate this, and they often have a “giver” of presents…


…in England we have Father Christmas… and it’s said there of 4 stages of knowing Father Christmas… 1) You Believe, 2) You don’t believe, 3) You play Father Christmas, 4) You look like Father Christmas!


…other countries have similar traditions… you may know him as St. Nicholas, Santa, Pere Noel… In Sweden they have a gnome called “Juletomten”, in Switzerland they have the “Christkindl” or Christ Child… and my favourite, in China, they have the “Dun Che Lao Ren” – The Christmas Old Man
But this evening we’re looking at another “giver” of presents…


…the Lord Jesus Christ

You see in the verse we had read, the author, a Christian man called Paul is speaking of the Grace [that’s another word for a gift or present] of our Lord Jesus Christ.


Jesus has a gift to give!!

Jesus was Rich, before His birth, but chose to become poor

A few weeks ago 7 people from Liverpool became very rich! They all worked in and office together and each week they’d together enter the EuroMillions lottery… this was their lucky week… they won £45million between them!
Jesus didn’t become rich overnight, he didn’t win the lottery, or work really hard, he didn’t get lucky…

Jesus lived a very poor life… but before he was born, he was rich!!

A star marked the place where he was born…
he made the stars!

He was born in a stable where animals lived…
he made the animals!

He worked a simple job as a carpenter…

he made the trees!

Jesus is the King of the whole world, the whole universe…

…but he chose to become poor

… Jesus has always been rich… he’s rich because he made the world and he rules the world with God the Father

…Jesus has always been rich… he’s rich because he knows God… he has a perfect relationship with God the Father… he’s rich because he’s loved by God


…but he chose to become poor

We are poor and need to become rich

We have a saying in England… “Money can’t buy you happiness”
Which suggests it’s possible to have lots of money on the outside, but be really poor on the inside

In 1985 there was a big music event across the world called Live Aid… one of the organisers was called Bob Geldof, he wanted to raise money to help the people of Ethiopia who had a famine.
They raised £150 million, it was a great success, he received a knighthood from the Queen, and he was just 34, but afterwards he wrote his autobiography called “Is that it?!”

Bob Geldof had been amazingly successful, but somehow he still wasn’t content, wasn’t happy… something was missing

We all want to be rich!

But we know that we’re not just talking about money! Money is good, money can buy things for us to enjoy… but more than that… we want friends, we want to enjoy life, we want to be happy, we want to be loved.

The Beatles sang… “All you need is love”


But we’re not very good at love… we’re quite good at loving ourselves…

…but when it comes to loving others, that’s a bit too hard


…and loving God… well, he barely gets a mention

Jesus is really rich… because he loves God the Father, and God the Father loves him, God says of Jesus… “This is my Son, whom I Love”

…I think our unhappiness, our lack of content, our emptiness, our poverty… comes from not loving God, from not being in a loving friendship with God

The Bible calls this Sin… God made us, God loves us, God wants to be our friends… but we’d rather love ourselves

This is what it means to be poor…
to simply love ourselves, when we could be in a loving friendship with God
Jesus became poor, so that we might become rich

Secret Millionaire…

…in England there is a TV show called the ‘Secret Millionaire’… very rich people disguise themselves and go and live in poorer areas of the country… they live and work like everyone else… but there mission is to give money away to people who need it most.

Jesus’ mission is hardly a secret though… this verse tells us that he became poor, that we might become rich.

We’ve already thought that rich and poor aren’t just about outward things like money… so what does it mean for Jesus to become poor.

Yes, he was born in a stable, lived a simple life… but when was he ever poor on the inside?
He was poor at the Cross. Jesus was killed on a piece of wood, a cross, he was nailed to it and left to die. But something amazing was happening… Jesus took our Sin, our love of ourselves, our rejection of God’s love, our poverty on himself… it made him become really poor, he died!

It should be us face death, we’re the ones who’ve rejected the God who made us and loves us… but Jesus faces death instead… so that… we might become rich, we might become friends with God!

Many of you will know of the American author Mark Twain…


…one of his more famous books is called “The Prince and the Pauper”


It’s the story of a rich prince who swaps places with a poor young begger

They look quite similar, so for fun, they decide to swap clothes and swap lives

Jesus performs a swap too… he takes on our life of poverty


…and give us his rich life… a life in a loving friendship with God

…yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich
Response…

But what do I do now?


How do I receive this gift, the rich life of being friends with God?

We need to open the present!! This gift, this grace needs to be received and opened!

Talk to Christians!
Ask them what they believe.


Take some more information!


Or… open this gift tonight…

Read / Explain prayer


If you agree… say amen… come and tell someone afterwards!
1. Sorry
-
Father God, I’m sorry for living a poor life, for not being friends with you, for loving myself, but not you

2. Thank you
-
Father God, thank you that you sent Jesus, to live a poor life, that I might have a rich life knowing you

3. Please
-
Father God, please can we be friends tonight!
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